True, the expenses were being paid by the lawyers, but
once the money had been handed over, it became public
money. "It must be spent in a way befitting the repre-
sentatives of a suffering and penurious country," said
Bapu.

In ordinary times Bapu insisted on simplicity
and poverty, but if any one fell ill, he grudged nothing.
No matter how expensive fruits might be, they were
provided. Sometimes he kept his patients on fruit-
juice alone for months at a time.

If simplicity was his ideal, so were commonsense
and loving kindness.

29. FAITH IN WORKERS
Our Ashram school had started its work; Mash-
ruwala and Parikh came and joined us; Bapu arrived
punctually in our midst every fortnight from Ghamparan,
sat with us, and discussed everything with us, big or
small, important or otherwise.
One day Bapu said to us: "Let me make one thing
quite clear to you. This school that you are managing
is not mine, but yours. I have taken upon myself
the responsibility of providing it with funds, because
people know me and trust me, but that does not make
the school mine. Whatever advice I give you here must
be regarded as a suggestion merely. You are not bound
to accept it if you do not agree with it. Do whatever
seems right and proper to you without any doubt or
hesitation. Of course, if I had been living and working
in your midst as a teacher, I would have tried my best
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